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Metropolitan of India
elected, enthroned

With a new chief pastor
and three new bishops,
the ACC’s second
province has become
fully autonomous

The Most Rev. John Augus-
tine, Bishop of Lucknow and Delhi,
wasenthroned as Metropolitan of the
Church of India (Anglican) on the
Feast of St. Matthias, Feb. 24, 2005.

The Church of India (Anglican) is
the ACC’s second province. It contin-
ues the Church of India, Pakistan,
Burma and Ceylon (CIPBC), much of
which in 1970 was subsumed into the
Church of North India, a merger of
Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist,
Lutheran and other church bodies.

Officiating at the enthronement was

the Rt. Rev. Rommie M. Starks, Bishoo
Wiesl afnd, until Bis
gustine’s accession, Acting Metrobol-
itan of India.

Earlier in the liturgy, Bishop Starks
conditionally consecrated three bish-
ops who recently came into the
Church of India from the Traditional
Anglican Communion. They are the
Rt. Rev. Noel Hembrom, Bishop
of Chota Nagpur; the Rt. Rev.
James Lal, Bishop of Amritsar; and
the Rt. Rev. Yakub Santosh
Sagar, Bishop of Nagpur. Co-conse-
crators were Bishop Augusline and
the Rt. Rev. D. Presley Hulchens, Bish-
op of New Orleans.

The service took place in Christ
Church, Lucknow, a Gothic-style
building harking back to the days of
the British Raj. Situated on two acres
of land in the middle of the city, ils
brick exterior and plasler interior
“allows for true Anglican-style wor-
ship,” Bishop Starks said. “Itis a true
haven for those seeking Christ and
wishing to worship Him.”

The church, until recently occupied
by the Church of North India, was
awarded to the Church of India after
the courts sided with Bishop Augus-
tine’s argument that the Church of
North India is not the Anglican
Church as established by an act of the
British Parliament and thus not heir to
many Anglican properties in north-
ern India. :

The enthronement followed a meet-
ing of the General Council of the
Church of India, equivalent Lo a pro-
vincial synod, at which Bishop Augus-
tine was elected Metropolitan. His
clection followed an amendment to

Metropolitan of India.

the Canons, Codes and Regulations
which permits the election of a metro-
politan from all the diocesan bishops in
India. Previously, the post was reserved
for the Bishop of Kolkata (Calculta), a
tradition dating from the establishment
of an Anglican ecclesial structure in
- India some 200 years ago.

The General Council also appointed
a standing commiltee consisting of all
diocesan bishops and two other per-
sons from each of the province’s five

The Mest Rev. John Augustine following his enthronement as

dioceses (Amritsar, Chota Nagpur,
Delhi, Lucknow and Nagpur). A pro-
vincial court was also appointed, with
Bishop Hembrom named by Bishop
Augustine as its chairman. Members
of the Indian Church Trustees were also
elected.

With the actions of General Council,
the consecration of a sufficient number
of bishops and the enthronement of

Please see India on page 4
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XVI Provincial Synod will take
place Oct.26-28 in Grand Rapids, Mich.

Hosts for the biennial event are the
Diocese of the Midwest and St.
Paul's, Grand Rapids.

All meetings will take place at the
Crown Plaza Hotel, 5700 28th St. S.E.,
three miles from Gerald R. Ford Inter-
national Airport. A block of 138 rooms
has been set aside at a special synod rate
of $92 per night. Reservations at this
rate must be made by Oct. 1 by ealling
(616) 957-1770. When booking, one
should mention Provincial Synod to
secure the special rate.

Preceding Provincial Synod are meet-
ings of the Administrative Council at 9
am. Monday, Oct. 24, and the College
of Bishops at 9 a.m. the following day,
Qcl. 25.

Synod will get under way at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 26 and will continue
through noon on Friday, Oct. 28. High-
lights will be the main Synod Eucharist
at 6 p.m. Wednesday at St. Paul's
Church, 2560 Lake Michigan Drive, and
the synod banquet at 7 p.m. Thursday,
preceded by a reception at 6 p.m.

Please see Provincial on page 3
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THE ENTHRONEMENT cer-
cmony ol Most Reverend
John  Augustine  as
metropolitan of the Church
ol India (CIPBC) was held at
Christ Church &SR hy
Most Rey Romumie M Starks,
Bishop of:the Diocese of the

Midwost, USA” and Qg ‘

metropolitan of (HEThren’
of India, Rt Bev Denver
Presley Hulchens, bishop of
the Diocese of New Orleans,
USA. Rt Rev Nocel Hembrom,
hishop of the Diocese of
Chhota Nagpur, -RU Rev
James Lal, bishep ol the

Diocese of Amritsar and Rt
Rev Yakub Santosh Sagar,
bishop of the Diocese of
Nagpur. '

On this occasion the Most
Rev John Augustine, the
newly-enthroned metropoli-
(an of Indin said that he
would continue to work for
the growth of the Church of
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